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Mail Stop 313(c) 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



FAX RECEIVED 

JUL 2 7 2005 
OFFICE OF PETITIONS 



Dear Sir: 



This Information Disclosure Statement is submitted: 



X 



Under 37 CFR § 1 -97(b) before the mailing date of a first Office Action on the 
merits, after the filing of an RCE under §1.1 14. 

Under 37 CFR § 1.97(c) together with either: 
a statement under 37 CFR §1 .97(e), or 

a fee under 37 CFR §1 . 17(p) which may charged to deposit account 

number 06-1135 of Fitch, Even, Tabin & Flannery. 

(after the 37 CFR § 1 -97(b) time period, but before the mailing date of a 

final Action, a Notice of Allowance, or an action that otherwise closes 

prosecution.) 

Under 3 7 CFR § 1 .97(d) together with either 
a statement under 37 CFR § 1 .97(e), and 
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Information Disclosure Statement 
U.S. Appln. No. 09/687,464 

a $ 1 80.00 fee set forth in 37 CFR §1.1 7(p) which may charged to deposit 

account number 06-1 135 of Fitch, Even, Tabin & Flannery. 

(Filed after final action or notice of allowance, whichever occurs first, but 

before payment of the issue fee.) 

Statement under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e)(1): The undersigned states that each item of 

information contained in the information disclosure statement was first cited in a communication 
from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior 
to the filing of this information disclosure statement. 

hi accordance with the duty of disclosure imposed by 37 CFR § 1 ,56 to inform the Patent 
Office of all patents, publications, applications and other information known by Applicants or 
Applicants 1 representative that may be material to the examination of the subject application, 
Applicants' representative hereby provides this Information Disclosure Statement that is prepared 
in accordance with 37 CFR §§ 1 .97-1.98 and includes Fonn PTO/SB/08A and PTO/SB/08B 
with two (2) references listed as items AA-AB. 

A Copy of the U.S. patent listed on the enclosed form PTO/SB/08A is not enclosed in 
accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(a)(2)(ii) which does not require submitting a copy of each cited 
U.S. patent and U.S. patent application publication for all U.S. national patent applications. 

Concise Explanation of Relevance 

A concise explanation of the relevance of item AA is in the form of a copy of a 
"Summons to Attend Oral Proceedings Pursuant to Rule 71(1) EPC" mailed June 30, 2005, from 
a foreign patent office, issued over European Patent Application No. 00309037.0 corresponding 
to related U.S. application serial no. 09/687,497. The "Summons to Attend Oral Proceedings 
Pursuant to Rule 71(1) EPC" which is in the English language, is listed as item AB and a copy is 
included herewith. 

Item AB refers to Kern AE in the Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement mailed 
to the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office on August 29, 2003. 

The Director is hereby authorized to charge any fees which may be required, or 
credit any overpayment, to Deposit Account Number 06-1135 of Fitch, Even, Tabin & 
Flannery, Customer No. 22242. 
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Information Disclosure Statement 
U.S. Appln. No. 09/687,464 



It is requested that the information provided herein be made of record in this application. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Dated:, 




Attorney for Applicants) 
Reg. No. 36,048 



Address all Correspondence to : 
FITCH, EVEN, TABIN & FLANNERY 
120 So. LaSalle Street 
Suite 1600 
Chicago, IL 60603 
Telephone: (858) 552-1311 
Facsimile: (858) 552-0095 
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pro/SB/gaA (oa-o3) 

Approved for use through 07/31/200B. OMB 0651-0031 
U>S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1 895. no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless It contain* a valid OmB control number. 
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Considered 





considered. Induda copy or this form wlln next communication to applicant 1 Apoficanr$ unique citation designation number (optional). 2 Sec Kinds Codes of 
USPTO Patent Documents at wvw.usdio.qov or MPEP 801.04. a Enter Office mat issued the document, by the twwH attar code (WIPO Standard ST.3). * For 
Japanese patent documents, the Indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document "Kind or document by 
the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WlPO Standard ST.16 if possible. 0 Applicant te to place a check mark here if English language 
Translation la attached. 

This GoDeeUon of information Is required by 37 CFR 1-97 and 1.95. The Information Ib required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which Is to file (and by the 
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This ooHeeiien ts estimated to take 2 hours to complete, 
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed appaeatton tarn to the USPTO. Time wfl vary depending upon the Individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of ume you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief information Officer, U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria. VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS, SEND 
TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

If you need assistance in completing the form, cell 1-800-PTO-91 99 (1-800-7864199) end select option z 
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Filing Date 
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Cite 
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EUROPEAN PATENT OFFICE, "Summons to Attend Oral Proceedings Pursuant to Rule 71 (1 ) 
EPC, dated June 30, 2005, issued over EP Application No. 00309037.0 corresponding to related 
U-&- application serial no- 09/687,497, 4 pages. 













































































Examiner 




Date 




Signature 




Considered 





"EXAMINER: Initial If reference oonfiidered. Whether or not O&Uon | S | n conformance Vrith MFEF 609. Drew Hoc through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Induce copy of tnla tbrrn with next communication to applicant 

1 Applicant's unique citation dealg nation number (optional). 2 AppOeani la to place a check mark here ff English language Translation Is attached. 
This collection of Information is required by 37 CFR 1.68. The Iriformatfen is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the pubOc which la to Hie (and by the USPTO 
to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection la estimated to take 2 hours to complete. Including 
gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application farm to the USPTO. Time w9» vary depending upon the Individual case. Any comments on the 
amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing Ihia burden! should be sent to the Chief information Officer, U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria. VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO; 

CommiEEionar for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 



If you need existence rn completing the form, call 1-8W-PTO-9199 (1*800*78fr9199) Qfrt select option 2. 
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USPTO Patent Documents at www.usoto.oav or MPEP 901.04. 9 Enter Office that Issued the document, by the two-letter code (WlPO Standard ST.3). 4 For 
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USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, 
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on the amount of bme you require to complete this farm and/Of suggestions for reducing mis burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U*S. Patent 
and Trademark Office. P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND 
TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria. VA 22313-1460. 
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Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 
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